HONG KONG NETBALL ASSOCIATION
Minutes of 5th Council Meeting

Tuesday, 15th November, 7:30pm

Dot Cod, Central

Present 




Apologies




Anna Wong (AW)



Annette Houlihan (AH)

Jane Lloyd-Evans (JLE)


Karin Cherry (KC)





Kathy Rembisz (KR)


Amy Fan (AF)

Clement Lo (CL)

Melissa Johnson (MJ)

Lorraine Pak
(LP)

Tisy Chan (TC)

Maggie Leung (ML)

1. Minutes from previous meeting/matters arising

· New patron

AW confirmed that Ms. Daisy Ho has officially been appointed patron with letter duly signed.   AW had met with Ms Ho and requested Ms Ho to assist in three areas –

· Help HKNA to bring netball into Macau.  Ms Ho confirmed this positively given her connections in Macau.   

· Help if HKNA be given an opportunity to make a presentation to the East Asia Games organizing committee (EAG to be held in HK in 2009), despite knowing that the chance of being a EAG game would be extremely slim.

· Funding needs of HKD100K or HKD150K is needed for Youth, and request leads to potential sponsors

A netball court at Western 9:00 – 10:00 has been reserved on 5th December to play a friendly game with Ms Ho’s team if she is able to form a team to play.

· Existing Patrons

AW reported that AH confirmed earlier the same day that Ms. Mair had responded but showed no indication of whether she would continue to be our sponsor or not.    AW asked AH to forward the letter to HKNA.    AW offered to take up the role of contacting / follow up with the two existing patron from now on.   Agreed earlier by AH and endorsed by Council.  

· Jane had contacted Reebok and agreed to take up the contacts from here.

· AW and KR had been working on the Draft of National Team rules and regulation. It would be in circulation when the draft is ready, and possibly in a few weeks’ time.

· For Youth and DYS details, please refer to the discussion in agenda #6

2. Committee

· An acknowledgement letter was sent to Ian on 19th October. Since Valley has successful sponsorship and offered to help us, it was suggested that AW would write an email to Ian and ask him if he would be interested to come to our next meeting to give us clues on this.

· The EGM minutes and last committee minutes were confirmed. They are posted on the web.

· The Council by-law, a document outlining the current procedures for the Council, is submitted by AW.  The Council endorsed on the by-law and will be put official and sent to convenors and placed on web after the final edit by Kath Abrat, our legal advisor

· The Incorporation document was presented, signed/to be signed by Anna, Karin and Clement.   AW and CL signed, and will request KC to sign.

· It was agreed that HKNA would continue the policy of issuing pins/souvenirs to our life members.   AW will look for appropriate pins/souvenirs.

· It was noted that the information of the result of the National Team on the Netball Section of the Football Club’s Newsletter was inaccurate.  HKNA would inform HKFC.

· HKNA had nominated Bonnie Au for AS Watson Group / HK Sports Institute Outstanding Junior Athlete Award 3Q 2005.

3. Sponsorship

· The PowerPoint of ‘Introduction to HKNA’ which had been vetted by Kath Abrat had already been put on web.   Any council member can use this document in introducing the association.

· AW had spoken to Christine Van, a possible sponsor introduced by AFNA immediate past president, Ivy Lim Singh, twice on the phone. A proposal had been sent to her.

· There was no update from AH on sponsorship.

4. Treasury Report

· There were few transactions in September.

· There was a total of $694,000 in Account 1 & 2 as of 30th September, 2005.

· It was suggested to leave $200,000 in the account and put the rest in one month auto-roll fixed deposit.

· $1,500 under coaching needed to be clarified with Lorraine later.

5. Membership

· This season we had 36 teams playing in 4 divisions.

· There were a total of 314 adult players and 71 junior players  registered as of end of October.

· The list of ‘badged’ umpires would be updated later.

6. Youth and Development

· The minutes of the meeting of AW/JLE/LP held on 25th October was endorsed by HKNA.  See enclosed. It was agreed that coaches, assistant coaches and umpires of DYS would be paid as per schedule.   

· AW commented that there is sufficient HKNA tracksuits stock for all U21 Squad who did not have one previously.  JLE to contact LP to get the track suits.    Match dress for U21 all arrived and distributed.  Match dress for DYS will arrive in 3 weeks’ time.

· It was noted that photographs of the three teams in new uniform should be taken and be posted on the web.  JLE and LP to follow up.

· Please refer to October Report of U21 Squad from Jane for details.

· JLE requested nets to be hung at Shum Shui Po, LP confirmed that new nets are available in the HKNA.  JLE to follow up.

· JLE mentioned that outdoor training venue would possibly not be good as we start the winter season.   AW suggested that the Youth Team could book indoor venue if needed.  JLE to book.

· Karin was the only one applied to the advertised manager position.  The Council endorsed the appointment.

· Karin would contact the physiotherapist of the last Asian team to locate appropriate physio for the Youth.

· The trainings of DYS were “so so” as players had been calling LP on Friday after school or just before training to inform her of their absence. It was hoped that the team would have better regular practices as they had their first win on 7th of November.

· India has agreed the date of hosting the Asian Youth in July 06 at Bangalore.  AW to follow up with AFNA the details. 

· It was suggested to hold a ‘fund raising walk’ in Jan/Feb 2006 to raise funds. All players from the 3 youth teams should participate.  We also expect adult members to join as well.  JLE to confirm a date with the U21 girls.

7. Coaching

· It was suggested and agreed to use the coaching funding to support sending one coach to the Level 2 Coaching seminar in Singapore. KR recommends that we should send someone who is currently doing a lot of coaching for HKNA, and recommends to send LP, also as a HKNA staff.  Proposal endorsed by Council.

· Discussions were made as to arrange a “Level 1 presenter” course so that HK can have enough coaches who can be trainers for Level 1 coach, possibly Feb/March next year.   KR offered to contact qualified trainers from Australia to see the possibility. 

· There was a Level 1 course held last year whereby HKNA invited trainer from Singapore.  Similar course to be arranged.  JLE to arrange.

8. Umpiring

· 25 members from Aussie had sat for the recent written umpire exam and 11 passed. 

· KR displayed to the committee an Australian used “Umpiring Exam Guide”.   The Council felt this is a good booklet for our members preparing for the umpiring exam.  KR would find out the price and then a decision of purchase amount would be made.

· HKUST requested to have written umpire exam in Jan/Feb.

· It was suggested that LP could get the criteria of D badge umpire from Kirsty and put it on web.

· It was noted that quite a number of umpires doing the job for the past 12 months were not badged.  AW would get a list of such umpires from the convenors and HKNA would propose a schedule to have them badged as soon as possible.

· It was suggested that HKNA send/post some “umpire tips”, “umpire reminder”, etc to all convenors / website once every fortnight to refresh basic umpire rules

9. League Update

· The weekly results were not posted until Friday as deadline for appeals was Thursday.   A request was made to have the result placed according to standing.

· More balls were requested at Aberdeen. 3 balls and a pump would be needed in Western Park.

· It was suggested to have a survey done before the end of the season to find out about the success of Aberdeen.  KR to follow up. 

· Some members have raised concern that three venues are difficult to manage.  It was suggested to explore the possibility of two venues for all the games for the next season.   AW and LP will be meeting with LCSD and would raise the request of having the Western outdoor basketball courts to make available also for netball. 

· The lighting on the four courts (football pitch #3) in Aberdeen was definitely much better than football pitch 4 that was used previously.

· It was clarified that players of U21 squad could be dually registered for their club team in a lower division.  Written request must be sent to KR beforehand.

· Envelopes had to be ready for the results to be sent in.  LP to take up.

· KC would draft the email to HKFC requesting for rubbish bins or garbage bags in the courts to collect water bottles.

· A reminder would be sent to the convenors to tidy up the place and make sure the teams playing 9pm game would put back the netball posts when they were doing desk duty.  KR to draft the email.

· So far, there was only one dispute. The umpires of the game were consulted by KR and the ruling remained unchanged.

· As a preventive measure, it was hoped that there would be a designated umpire in each venue to answer issues of umpiring.  No definite conclusion made as this might be practically impossible.

· It was suggested to hold an umpire clinic which would be made up of half an hour talk and practical umpiring of the youth teams’ games.   The fee collected would go to the fund for the youth.

· The deadline for Men’s League would be next Wednesday on 23rd November, 2005. The games would be on Monday nights from 7-9pm in Aberdeen / Shum Shui Po.

10. Schools and Universities

· Baptist University is trying to pull together a ladies’ team and a men’s team. They were asking for help to train them so that they would be ready for the Inter-varsity Tournament. 

· The committee members were concerned about LP’s workload. LP would look into part-time help as solution. Melissa would explore if committee members could access to HKNA email and send emails directly to convenors.

· Permission to put the email address on the web would be obtained from each individual member.

· 7 schools had shown interest in the Inter-school Development League. 4 courts for 3 hours were secured for Feb 18th and 25th; 4 courts for 2 hours were secured for March and April in Fa Hui.

· Tisy contacted old players of CU and they were unwilling to set up a team because of the red tapes. PE department would be contacted and they would be informed that HKNA was willing to provide the resources needed.

· The Inter-varsity Tournament would be expanded to a series playing in the months of Feb/Mar/Apr. There would be a champion for each station and an overall champion for the tournament.

11. A.O.B.

· AW mentioned that Nicky Breeze, past HKNA president had offered to arrange a year end function for the netball community.  The Council agreed this is an excellent idea and endorse on the hosting of such event.   We agreed to appoint Nicky as the chairwoman of the organizing committee with KR as deputy.  KR mentioned that HKCC would be a possible venue. Awards and trophies would be given out to acknowledge achievements and improvements.   AW to send email to Nicky to confirm such.

· KR made a vote of thank you to our President AW for her excellent and strong leadership as well as her dedication to HKNA.   KR mentioned that a lot of activities had been seen in the past 3-6 months in promoting and developing netball.

· KR’s efficient handling of the League affairs was also noted and appreciated by the Council.

· It was noted that Annette had sent email to AW apologizing about her busy schedule and not able to focus time on HKNA’s activities, and she hoped situations would improve.  The Council suggested that we should send an email to her to see if she would like to relinquish her position because of her busy schedule.  AW to send email. 

· Parking Fee of committee member as the representative of HKNA in the venues at game night should be refunded.

The meeting was adjourned at 10.05pm

The next meeting would be on 13th December, 2005.

