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HONG KONG NETBALL ASSOCIATION

Council Meeting Minutes

7:30pm, 10th February 2009
Dot Cod Restaurant, Central
Present




Apologies
Lessa Youl (LY)



Maggie Leung (ML)
Anna Wong (AW)



Veronica Arnold (VA)
Carol Chan (CC) 



Karin Looram (KL)
Lorraine Pak (LP)



Jenny Chadwick (JC)
Prisca Lam (PL)




Amanda Gough (AG)



Melissa Frencham (MF)
Virginia Fung (VF)
	1. Last Meeting Minutes
· Minutes accepted
	

	2. Executive Council
· Nil
	

	3. Treasury Report (see report enclosed)
· P & L statement and Balance sheet is submitted. 
4.   National / U21 Squads
National squad:

· 17 players were selected into the national squad. List of players was announced on 9th Feb 2009 to captains and convenors and posted on HKNA Website.
· The position of Team Manager as well as Assistant Coach is yet to be filled, and Coach Kirsty Kruger would like to have a manager ASAP.

· AW met the National Squad on their first training day introducing herself as both President and national squad co-ordinator.   Informing the squad that their representative can approach AW anytime if they would like to talk to HKNA directly

· AW informed the squad that $135K will be funded by the LCSD; there is an $80K reserve from previous National squads; and balance will be supported by HKNA as well as fund raising activities by the current squad. AW advised the squad that the minimum objective is to upgrade our ranking and this would make our request for funding for next squad easier.
· Fund raising and other administrative issues will be arranged once team manager is found.

U21 squad:

· 50 plus entries were received.
· Trials will be on 14th, 15th and 22nd of Feb 2009.

· Around 20-25 players will be selected, upon which will depend on the performance of players; and to be decided by Coach Connie Wong.
· The 6 youth players with application into the U21 squad who have been selected into the Senior squad will be exempted from the trial (ie automatically selected) with optional training until end of the senior squad training

· Next Asian Youth Netball Championship will be held in year 2010.

5.    Socials Event
· HKNA Annual Dinner 2009 will be held on Thursday 7th May 2009, at the Hong Kong Football Club (HKFC).
· HKFC requested minimum charge at $45K, while the price of buffet quoted is only $290 per head. As a result, the minimum will not be met if less than 150 members attending the dinner.
· MF will negotiate with HKFC again to lower the minimum charge to $30K. Otherwise, MF will search for another venue.
6.    Development (see report enclosed)
· 16 schools have been confirmed to join HKNA Secondary Schools Promotion Programme 2008-09.

· HKNA Inter-school Invitational Netball Tournament – B Grade will be played on 21st Feb 2009 at Tai Wan Shan Park, Hung Hom. A total of 9 schools will be participating in the tournament. While C Grade will be held on 9th May 2009 with 6 entries up to date.
· HKNA Inter-school Netball League 2009 received 3 entries for A Grade, 9 for B Grade and 9 for C Grade. The league will be started in March.
· Festival of Sports Netball Tournament 2008 has been expanded to 2 days, with one date as the Girls’ age group competition (U13, U15, U17 & U21), and the other the Ladies’ and Men’s Open competitions, held on Sunday 26th Apr and 17th May 2009 respectively.
7.   Joint University Netball Tournament 2009
· HKNA will provide umpiring support and prizes for the tournament.

· Dates are confirmed as follows:

· University of Hong Kong Station : Saturday 28th February

· Hong Kong Institute of Education Station : Saturday 21st March

· University of Science and Technology Station : Saturday 11th April
· There will be 5 men’s teams and 6 ladies’ teams this year.
8.  Website
Since the website cannot be accessed by Mac and a number of Windows operating computers, LP will try to outsource the design and uploading of the HKNA Web.
9.    Ladies’ League
· A player initially paid for the membership fee for the 1st half of the season, but now she intended to play for the 2nd half as well. The council agreed that she have to pay another half season membership fee, instead of the balance of full season membership fee.
· AW suggested the following to be discussed for next season bylaw - if umpire forgets to sign the umpire sign-in sheet, but not the score sheet, that umpire will not be paid instead of point penalty and fine as if the umpire did not show up.
·  Regarding Div 4 guest players – Base on the fact that players cannot play down divisions, and can play across a lower ranking team in Div 3 and 4, Club with just one or two teams in Division 4 would be very hard to find substitute players within the same Club.  The Council suggest we would look into relaxing the rule for Div 4 next season in view of the general playing nature of teams in Div 4 as most are social teams.
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	10.   Coaching 
· Foundation Coaching Course (Level 0) was commenced on 10th January. There were 20 participants in total.
· There are 17 entries for the center court clinic, and 20 entries for circle defense clinic.
· Development Coaching Course (Level 1) will be held in the 1st week of March, but venue is still pending.

· The deadline of nomination of Thanks Coach Awards 2008-09 is 5pm Friday 6th March 2009.
11. Umpiring
Notice has been sent to umpires who have potential to be badged as in previous years, at badging nights as it would be inappropriate to badge on game nights.  However, there is difficulty in securing indoor venues this year and no dates could be confirmed yet. 
12. Mixed League
· Draft flyer and form for the mixed league is ready, it was reviewed by council members and some minor changes necessary.  AG will amend forward the finalized flyer to HKNA for forwarding to clubs.

· Team composition will be change to 20 players per team, still limited to 16 teams only.
13.   AOB
· 2009-10 League Venues – owing to the hosting of East Asian Games in Hong Kong, Western Park Sports Centre will not be available for the month of November, December 2009 and January 2010.  Wong Chuk Hang SC (2 courts) will be available for the most of the 1st half of the season. 8 outdoor courts at Aberdeen has been confirmed for the whole season.  The finals will be held in March/April 2010.
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	Next Meeting is Tuesday 10th March 2009.
	


