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HONG KONG NETBALL ASSOCIATION

Council Meeting Minutes

7:30pm, 8th January 2008
Dot Cod Restaurant, Central
Present




Apologies
Anna Wong (AW)



Ivy Wong (IW)
Prisca Lam (PL)



Lessa Youl (LY)
Maggie Leung (ML)




Veronica Arnold (VA)





Edward Chan (EC)





Lorraine Pak (LP)

Kathy Rembisz (KR) 
Alex Weston (AL)

Amanda Gough (AG)
Carol Chan (CC)
	1. Last Meeting Minutes
No comments made.  Minutes accepted.

	

	2.   Executive Council
AW mentioned that she has received a personal email from Ivy advising her intention to resign from the council.  AW had already informed Ivy that Aussie needs to nominate a replacement for Ivy as per HKNA By-law.  It was confirmed that AW would send an email to Ivy/Aussies outlining the requirement of the position (primarily arranging annual dinner and fund raising activities for the Youth) so that she is in a better position to identify replacement. 


	AW

	3. Treasury Report (see report enclosed)
Dec 07 financial accounts were presented by EC.  The Association is in a healthy cash position of over HKD1.1 million.

	EC

	4. National Squad – U21
Players’ Eligibility
· KR reported that a meeting was held between KR, VA, LP, Karin Looram (U21 Manager) and Jane Lloyd-Evans (U21 outgoing coach) regarding the eligibility of the overseas players for the 6th Asian Youth Champ.

· It was resolved that Karin will email individual players to find out their commitment from now to July in relation to trainings and overseas trip in March.  For squad members who are currently studying overseas, their current involvement in netball (such as level of play) will also be a considering factor of their eligibility.  Squad members will be given one week (from the notification being sent) to respond to Karin.  

· VA will review the results as well as review the playing position composition, before recommendation to be given to the Council before the end of this month.  The Council would then review/comment and make an endorsement.  

· Two squad members were specifically mentioned – it was found out that one player selected at the second trial was not eligible for the Championship (i.e. less than 2 years’ residency in HK in July 2008).  It was resolved that as she would not be eligible to represent HK, she would not be invited to the overseas tour in March and be considered for the final team.  Karin/VA will notify her about the situation.   Another player who was posted one term for an exchange program between Sept – Dec 2007 has returned to HK.  It was resolved that she is not considered as an “overseas player” as she has informed the coach before she leaves, it is resolved that she is allowed as an automatic return to the squad.

Youth Training

· VA commented that the squad had their fitness test on Friday 4th January; the results were not quite satisfactory.  VA will address this issue with squad members hoping to urge players to improve their fitness and agility.
· VA mentioned that she has not yet received the players’ profile which Jane has sent to the girls individually.  VA will follow up with Jane.
      Fund Raising

· AW suggested and requested that a fund raising walkathon to be arranged.  As this would be an excellent opportunity for the players to be involved as a team as at the same time, raise fund for the Championship.  AW requested VA to speak to the players for a date that would suit the majority, preferably in March.  VA will give a date to AW in 2 weeks’ time.
Uniform
· It was mentioned that the cutting of the U21 playing kit sponsored by Kukri does not fit for most squad members.  It was suggested that instead of players doing self-alterations, we would discuss with Kukri to redo the kit in one lot.  VA requested that she also needs a set of uniform but the remaining stock would not fit.  
· Uniform for Tournament officials at the 6th Asian Youth Championship – this has not been discussed with Kukri as at the time of negotiating kit sponsorship the host status has not been confirmed.  It was predicted that Kukri would be interested to become the sponsor.  
· It was suggested that Karin to take the above issues up with Kukri.  VA to liaise with her if necessary.

	VA/KR
VA/

U21 Manager

Karin Looram

	5. 6th Asian Youth Championship
· LP has confirmed with Playground Association the block booking of Southorn Indoor Stadium between 11th to 20th July 2007 for the Championship
· We are in the progress of locating training venues, first priority being LCSD’s Harbour Road Sports Centre.  Alternatives were discussed: Hong Kong Football Club (including the use of the club’s swimming pool), ESF Schools and Hong Kong Cricket Club.  LP (with the help of Reps from various Clubs) will look into the possibility at these alternatives.

· Hotel options are discussed, ideal will be in Wanchai area.  YMCA’s Harbour View is currently the best option.

· AW commented that it is priority now to form an Organising Committee for the 6th Asian Youth Champ so that workload can be properly dispersed.  AW complimented the professionalism of the recruitment package that was sent out to the netball community in December.  One response received so far.  AW reminded the Council members to speak to their respective clubs to solicit interest in assisting the 6th Asian Youth Champ.  LP to work on forming the committee.

	AW/LP

LP/
Various

Council

Members

LP/

Various

Council

Members



	6.   Development (See report enclosed)
· Netball Development Tournament was held on 28th Dec with 8 participating schools/teams.

· 15 schools have registered for the Netball Development League 07/08, with match dates confirmed.

7. Ladies’ League

· KR reconfirmed that an email has been sent to all club convenors confirming the reinforcement of Fines and Penalties for the League starting first game in January 2008 regarding player and guest player registration, uniform, desk duty and umpiring commitment.
· It was reminded that a team can register a maximum of 15 players, and this is inclusive of guest players.  Team could notify HKNA to de-register players who are not playing to create room for new registrations.
· KR mentioned that one player playing for Valley Panthers on 7th Jan might not have been registered.  If this is confirmed, such playerd would be a “defaulting player” as per the HKNA League By-law.
[Note: It was confirmed that a registration form was submitted to HKNA but the fee was outstanding by then]
· KR, in conjunction with VA, proposed that the playing schedule to be re-arranged for a 28th January Division 1 match, without changing the playing venue.  It was resolved that as long as all involved teams agree and umpiring arrangements could be dealt with, the Council has no objection.
· KR mentioned that there were 5 games forfeited on 7th Jan.  Given the high number of forfeits and the first Monday would be 5th January in 2009, it was recommended that for next year’s league, match should not start on the first Monday of the new year.
· 2008/09 League Dates – KR will review the dates with LP so that prior request for courts can be sent to LCSD.
· 07/08 Final round could be moved forward 2 weeks if there are no wet weather game schedules.  It might be at bit early to confirm at this point in time, but League Convenor will inform teams if the dates can be pushed ahead, provided that no wet weather games are to be played.
	LP
KR
KR
KR/VA
KR
KR/LP
KR

	8. Men’s League  
· EC confirmed that there are 5 teams to join the Men’s League, he will follow up on the submission of application forms.  It was discussed that there is room for one more team to join without affecting the draw.  HKNA will send out email to the club convenors with a first-come-first-serve basis who would like to join as the 6th team.
· Prior LCSD venue bookings have been cancelled given the time was too late (9pm to 11pm).  All the teams have agreed to play at Shum Shui Po Outdoor Court.
	EC

	9. Mixed League

HK Football Club has confirmed the availability of courts for Mixed League 2008, the cost is in line with LCSD charges if courts were booked with LCSD($1,000 per night for 2 courts, 7-10pm).  Dates have been blocked for 8 nights.
	AG


	9.   Coaching
· Thanks Coach Award nomination will be send out soon with 7th March as the deadline.   Council to review nominations at 11t h March meeting.  Results will be announced 31st March with presentation held at End of Season dinner.  Recipients will be invited to the dinner.
· Mr. Goh is unlikely to come to Hong Kong shortly to conduct a Level 1 coach.  Alternatives of inviting people from Netball New South Wales were discussed.
· For the 2007-08 Coach Education Programme, an Introductory Coaching Course, Introductory Coaches Seminar and a Level 1 Coaching Course will be arranged.  KR mentioned that she was aware that Netball Australia / IFNA have new syllabus, pathways and structures for Netball Coaching Courses.  It was agreed by the Council that we will review and follow the new structure starting next year.  This year, HKNA will follow existing structure.


	LP
LP/KR

	10. Umpiring 
  VA is looking for the possibility of holding the B Grade umpires course, later on in the year, as currently we have enough qualified instructors for both the course itself and the actual badging of B Grade Umpires.
11. AOB

· LP presented a summary report of the status of the equipment purchased through LCSD funding for 2004/05 and 2005/06 (see attachment)
· LP confirmed that all listed equipment are currently in use, other than the netball posts which are on-loan and stationed at schools, all other equipment are at the HKNA office.
· Council members confirmed the validity of the report. 
Next Council Meeting is Tuesday 12th February 2008.
	VA

LP



Signed as a True Copy

__________________

Anna Wong

President

