HKNA League Convenor 2006 AGM Report – HKNA League 2005—2006

This year every team in the HKNA League played each week. In order to be able to do this we used the outdoor facilities at Wong Chuk Hang, indoor courts at Western Park and the Hong Kong Football Club.

There were 36 teams in the League comprising of: 

Division 1 - 9 teams

Division 2 - 10 teams

Division 3 - 9 teams

Division 4 - 8 teams

Divisions 1, 2 and 3 started on the 17th October 2005 as their competition was an 18 round competition with Division 4 starting their 14 round competition in Round 5 - 14th November 2005. It was decided to start the Division 4 competition later so that they would finish with the rest of the divisions and play their Finals Series without a 4-week break at the end 

The competition was not without a few small problems – new competition point scoring system led to some teething problems in the point scores – these were rectified ASAP. (Thankyou to teams for being so understanding.)

I would like to say that HKFC provides an excellent indoor venue and we appreciate their support of the HKNA League.

League Review

The venue roster was extremely difficult to manage, some issues were:

· 2005 – 2006 HKFC teams requested to play only at HKFC, which made the draw (playing and umpiring) a difficult one as divisions were split across 2 venues each week. (A meeting was held with HKFC Netball Committee in April to discuss options for 2006-2007 with the HKFC Netball Committee agreeing to play home and away games. This will ensure that HKFC can be retained as a venue within the League as well as making the growth of the League viable and HKFC a neutral venue. A big thankyou to HKFC Netball Committee for supporting HKNA).

· Coaches of the both the HKNA U21 Youth Squad and the Development Squad were also players and in order for them to be able to play and coach their teams – Youth teams needed to be rostered where possible at the same venue that the coaches were playing and due to the alternating venues this proved a challenge. 

These constraints had an implication on the competition draw, game times and umpiring and on other teams/clubs in the competition as divisions and clubs were split across 3 venues and whilst Wong Chuk Hang and Western Park were seen as neutral venues HKFC was not. This made the competition at times difficult for teams and clubs to manage as many teams did not have the support needed at venues to run the line with umpires, desk duty, coaching support etc. 

The League Convenor completed the league umpiring roster at the same time as the draw with teams umpiring within their Division or below. Due to HKFC Division 4 team playing at HKFC with Division 1 and 2 teams and the Division 3 Development Squad team needing to play at the same venue as the coach where possible, there were occasions where Div 3 and 4 teams needed to umpire a higher division. This was clearly explained in the handbook, as it was due completely to the draw constraints. This was not ideal and needs to be supported by HKNA umpires where possible in future competitions.

New competition score sheet and the U21’s Youth Squad playing in the HKNA League were well received. The Youth found the experience rewarding and the growth in skills and team play was clearly evident.

A League survey was issued in February and 45 replies received some individual replies but mostly team replies – this was a valuable tool in establishing positives and negatives of the League as well as providing valuable information on the needs of players and possible ways of HKNA moving forward.

Finals Series

Finals Series was played at both Wong Chuk Hang Indoor and Western Park Indoor as these were deemed as neutral venues.

Semi- Finals: 
Divisions 3 and 4 played at Wong Chuk Hang Indoor



Divisions 1 and 2 at Western Park

Finals: 

All divisions played at Western Park

Timings needed to be adjusted due to the limit of umpires available for the Finals Series.

Final Results of the 2005 – 2006 HKNA League were:

Division 1:
Premiers: Valley Panthers 

Runners-Up: HKCC Black Magic

Division 2:
Premiers: Valley Pumas

Runners-Up: HKCC Dragons

Division 3:
Premiers: DOGA


Runners-Up: Missing Mondays

Division 4:
Premiers: HKCC Fielders

Runners-Up: Aussie Geckos

A team trophy was presented to each team on the night and an embossed wine glass to each team member at HKNA Presentation Night.

A truly big thankyou to the umpires and to the admin helpers on the nights of the Finals Series.

Even with the problems mentioned above the competition ran smoothly and all teams appeared to enjoy the competition. It was definitely a positive for teams to play each week.

HKNA League Presentation Night 2006

This year HKNA held its inaugural Presentation Night Dinner which was well attended with over 100 players. The night was held at the HKCC and organised by Nicky Breeze. This proved to be an excellent night and one that needs to be on the netball calendar each year.

An Auction to help support the HKNA Youth Squads was also held which rose over $8000HKD. Thankyou to Ms Daisy Ho our Patron, Mrs Cuvelier and the HKCC members for donating many wonderful items for this auction.

Recommendations for 2006-2007: 

Based on the League Survey and from my own reflection and evaluation of this year’s League.

· Establish a HKNA Competition Committee to support running of the league on game nights at venues and on Finals nights – with 1 rep from big clubs.

· HKNA designated rep rostered at each venue to support desk duty and proceedings for the night.

· Complete revision of venues and where teams play as the League is growing.

· Inclusion of 12- 14yr Division in the League 

· Possibility of playing on 2 nights explored – Monday and Tuesday night

· Where possible all teams have the opportunity to play at an indoor venue.

· If outdoor venue used maintain wet weather game nights available and set Presentation Night date so that these games can be played.

· Feasibility of Divisions not being split and play at the same venue (rotate venues)

· HKNA Umpire at each venue to support umpires and teams.

· Venue Kit Bags equipment be updated.

· Teams are responsible for their own First Aid kits and only an emergency First Aid supplies are provided by HKNA.

· Complete revision of League Competition By-Laws, as many are outdated and not manageable with a growing league.

· Rotate venue for HKNA League Presentation Night.

Even with the problems mentioned above the competition ran smoothly and all teams appeared to enjoy the competition. It was definitely a positive for teams to play each week.

I would like to thank all of the Club Convenors, Team captains, Anna Wong, Lorraine Pak and Melissa Johnson for their support and understanding during the season. It has been a rewarding experience.

Kathy Rembisz

HKNA League Convenor 2005-2006

May 2006

AGM League Report 2006

K Rembisz

HKNA League Convenor 2005-2006

