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HONG KONG NETBALL ASSOCIATION

Council Meeting Minutes

7:30pm, 14th April 2009
Dot Cod Restaurant, Central

Present





Apologies



Absent
Anna Wong (AW)



Lessa Youl (LY) 


Karin Looram (KL)
Virginia Fung (VF)


Veronica Arnold (VA)
Melissa Frencham (MF)

Carol Chan (CC)
Jenny Chadwick (JC)


Amanda Gough (AG)
Lorraine Pak (LP)



Prisca Lam (PL)
Maggie Leung (ML)
Connie Wong(CW) - observer
	1. Last Meeting Minutes
· VA would like the paragraph relating to the umpiring course to be re-worded as the wording coveys it was a personal reason why she opposed sending 4 candidates to Singapore.  (April’s minutes amended as per request)
· AW commented since she missed the last part of the prior meeting on discussing the Singapore umpiring course, she added her comments during this meeting -
The President supported the three nominations proposed by the Umpiring Convenor and recommended a 4th candidate.  Decision is made by a majority vote of the Council members, and not by the President alone.

Here are the facts for her recommending the 4th candidate

- Cost (the difference between sending 3 and 4 is only the air ticket, which at time of proposal was estimated at HKD1200). Since the final cost of the ticket was HKD3200, the President has personally subvented the difference of HKD2000 and had paid to HKNA already.

- Netball Singapore has expressed that they will support additional candidates from Hong Kong.  Given the small additional cost involved, it is beneficial to send the optimal number of candidates.
- The objective of the course was for “identifying” potential umpires for the upcoming Asian Championship.  The 4th candidate being a “B” badge, has potential of being selected.

- The 4th candidate was on the “umpiring sub-committee” for the 07/08 netball season, and has contributed as umpires for the semi finals and finals of the 06/07 and 07/08 League season.  She also run umpire theory class and assisted in umpire practical sessions and also as one of the panel members in badging sessions during 07/08.  She was not a member of 08/09 umpiring sub-committee and therefore not actively involved in umpiring development during 08/09.  If we were looking at a two year horizon, she did contribute in the umpiring area.”
	

	2. Executive Council

· LCSD Internal Audit Report of HKNA – was handed to AW and LP at the Annual Meeting with LCSD in January.  AW apologised that only until now she addressed the report to Council members.  There are a number of accounting procedures suggestions by LCSD that HKNA needs to adhere to.  A copy of the report will be forwarded to all Council members for information.  VF is requested to review the report and to set up new guidelines and procedures for HKNA staff and Council members in line with the recommendations.
· Date of AGM – suggested to be on Tuesday 16 June 2009.  LP already liaised with HKFC and they would be able to provide venue for AGM with cash bar provided on the night.  LP is requested to provide a count-back calendar for preparation for the AGM.

	AW
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	3. Treasury Report (see report enclosed)
· P & L statement and Balance sheet is submitted.
· LP to check the detail breakdown list of accrued expenses and the inventory.
4.   National / U21 Squads
New employment of Technical Manager:

· Council members welcome CW.  CW’s contract has started on 6th April 2009.  She will be presenting to the Council her initial plans for the development of netball in Hong Kong at the next meeting.
National squad

· Current squad members reduced to 14 as one more has withdrawn owing to work commitments.
· The surplus fund of approx HK$80K from last senior squad:  An email was sent to last senior squad members for consent to use the fund for current squad.  No objection was received and the Council confirmed that the funds will be applied to this year’s senior squad.
U21 squad:
· 26 players were selected, including 2 overseas players.
· A conditioning program has been given to all members and they are advised to work in their own timeframe until first court training on 23rd April 2009 at Sham Shui Po Sports Ground.
5.    Socials Event
· Email has been sent to all captains and convenors regarding the event.  There were not too many responses owing to the Easter break.
· MF will contact teams and clubs again after the break to push again.

· MF needs to check for the number of Umpiring / Coaching / League / National Squads Awards to be presented on the night.

· MF will also request teams/clubs to bring their own banners as decoration for the venue.  LP to bring HKNA banner.

· AW to seek prizes for Auctions at the event.

· LP to email teams/clubs to see if any donation of prizes.
6.    Development (see report enclosed)
7.    Universities / Schools(see report enclosed)
Joint University Netball Tournament 2009
· Moving forward – application to be included in the USFHK competition 2009-10.  MF enquired if this year could be included as one of the three trial out years, but AW has checked that an application to USFHK needs to be made before it was counted as a trial-year.
· AW informed the council that netball will be included in this year’s Triennial Intervarsity Games competition which will feature HKU, and universities from Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia.  HKNA will provide coaching and other support where appropriate to HKU Netball team.
8.  Website

LP has tried to follow up with KL regarding contact at HKFC but had no response.  CW has started to create new pages for HKNA web to see if workable.
9.    Ladies’ League
· Semi Finals to be played on 20th April has been arranged by LY and JC.  VA to arrange umpires for the night.  JC to check if Div 1 and 2 be held at Western and Div 3 and 4 to be held at HKFC.  LP to arrange official scorers and time keepers for the night.
· Aussie Kangaroos has requested to include a “new” player on the finals list owing to pregnancy and ad-hoc event of players.  JC to check if this player qualifies or they need to add another player from their current list.

· VA to provide the 2008-09 season umpires list for all games in order to issue payment to umpires accordingly.

10. League Equipment / Facilities
· The Council requested that the League Equipment / Facilities Convenor to retrieve all Kit Bags at all venues and check all items and make an inventory list ready for next season. (LP to email and inform KL)
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	11.   Coaching 

· The Thanks Coach Awards 2008-09 recipient lists had been confirmed and approved by Council.  LP to announce the results and inform all award winners and to check if they will be attending the End of season Event.
11. Umpiring ( See report attached)
· Council has approved and AW had endorsed the nominations of Jenny Chadwick as member of Umpire Panel and Veronica Arnold and Carol Chan as members of the Umpire pool at the upcoming Asian Netball Championship.
12. Mixed League
· All 16 teams had been filled.
13.   AOB
      Valley has organised a coaching clinic for 9-14 years old presented by Australia Super League player Julia Symons to be held on Sunday 17th May and has requested HKNA to help advertise the event.
JC informed the council that Chinese Int’l School will be sending a team to the International Netball Tournament organised by Dulwich College Shanghai from 8-10 May 2009.

	LP
VA



	Next Meeting is Tuesday 12th May 2009 at Olympic House Meeting Room No. 1.
	


